
 
The location of this meeting is handicap accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to 
persons requiring assistance.  If you need a special accommodation, please contact Jini Fairley, at least 
two days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov, or 617-796-1253.  For 
Telecommunications Relay Service dial 711. 

Finance Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Monday, June 13, 2016 

 
7 PM 
Room 211 
 
ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
#165-16 Mayor’s appointment of Michael Engel as a trustee of the Chaffin Fund 
 MICHAEL  S. ENGEL, 83 Staniford Street, Unit #7, Auburndale, appointed as a lifetime 

trustee of the Chaffin Fund/Fig Newton Scholarship replacing Charlotte Kaitz.  (60 days 
6/30/16) [04/22/16 @ 12:53 PM] 

 
#164-16  Mayor’s re-appointment of Edward Gourdeau as a Constable 
 EDWARD W. GOURDEAU, JR., 94 Clearwater Road, Newton Lower Falls, re-appointed as 

a Constable for the City of Newton for a term of office to expire April 30, 2019.  (60 days 
6/30/16) [04/13/16 @ 3:55 PM] 

 
#112-16 Appropriation of mitigation funds for pedestrian and traffic improvements 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend the 

following Mitigation Funds:   
 
 Village Café at 719 Washington Street $2,500 
 258 Nevada Street at Linwood Street $1,500 
 Cherry Street at Washington Street $2,000 
 O’Hara’s Restaurant, Newton Highlands $2,500 
 Rox Diner Parking & Pedestrian Improvements $2,500 
 Riverside, Old Jordan Marsh $16,045 
 Canton Circle LLC, 714-724 Beacon Street $10,000 
 
#211-16 Transfer request for $600,000 to fund retroactive pay for the firefighters’ contract 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of six hundred 

thousand dollars ($600,000) from Current year Wage Reserve to Fire Department Full-
time Salaries to fund the FY 2015 and FY 2016 retroactive payments for the recently 
settled agreement between the City of Newton and Newton Firefighters Association, 
IAFF Local 863.  [05/31/16 @ 4:35 PM] 
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Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#213-16 Funding for design and site plan approval for the Cabot School Project 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR, requesting authorization to appropriate four hundred 

thousand dollars ($400,000) from bonded indebtedness for the purpose of funding the 
completion of the schematic design and site plan approval for the Cabot School Project.  
[06/06/16 @ 1:54 PM] 

 Public Facilities Approved 6-0 on 06/08/16 
 

Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committee 
#212-16 Appropriation request for $250,000 to fund police overtime costs 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate two hundred fifty 

thousand dollars ($250,000) from Free Cash to the Police Department Overtime Account 
to fund additional FY 2016 overtime costs.   

 Public Safety & Transportation Approved 5-0-1 (Fuller abstaining) on 06/08/16 
 
#189-16 Transfer from Wage Reserve for retroactive payments to AFSCME Local 2913 Members 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of fifty thousand 
dollars ($50,000) from 2016 Wage Reserve to Traffic Safety Full-Time Salaries for the 
purpose of funding the Fiscal Years 2015 and 2016 retroactive payments to the 
employees of AFSCME Local 2913 – Parking Control/Traffic Enforcement.  [05/09/16 @ 
4:59 PM] 

 
#210-16 Appropriation request for $21,898 to pay telephone bills from prior fiscal years  

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate twenty-one thousand 
eight hundred ninety-eight dollars ($21,898) from Free Cash to the Fire Station 
Maintenance, Telephone Account to fund additional telephone costs.  [05/31/16 @ 4:35 
PM] 
Note:  This request includes an authorization to pay an unpaid bill of a prior year from 
Verizon Communications, which requires a 2/3 majority vote by the City Council to be 
approved.   
 

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees 
#197-15(2) Pilotless Aircraft Operation 
 COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, BAKER, AND NORTON proposing an ordinance regulating the 

operation and registration of pilotless aircraft in the City of Newton.  [04/07/16 @ 4:25 
PM] 

 Public Safety & Transportation approved 5-0 on 05/04/16 
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Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees 
#64-16 Increase the number of Chief of Operation positions in the Fire Department 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting a temporary increase in the number of Chief of 

Operations in the Fire Department from one to two Chief, as the current Assistant Chief 
of Operations is on extended sick leave, does not intend to return to his position, and 
his accrued time does not run out until August 2016.  An Assistant Chief has been 
working as the acting Chief of Operations and the Fire Chief would like to permanently 
appoint him as the Chief of Operations before August 2016, as the acting Chief of 
Operations cannot attend bargaining sessions due to a possible conflict of interest 
should he return to a union position as Deputy Chief.  [02/09/16 @ 2:47 PM] 

  Public Safety & Transportation voted No Action Necessary 4-0 on 06/08/16 
 
Items Not Scheduled for Discussion at this Meeting: 
#209-16 Discussion of expenditures related to the Complete Streets Grant 
 COUNCILOR FULLER requesting discussion regarding expenditures related to the 

Complete Streets grant with representatives of the Department of Public Works.  
[05/26/16 @ 1:11 PM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services, Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#175-16 Authorization to enter into a settlement agreement with National Grid.  
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization for the City to enter into a settlement 

agreement with Boston Gas Company d/b/a National Grid.  [04/25/16 @ 6:52 PM] 
 

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#191-16 Funding to relocate the Zervas modulars to NSHS and Brown Middle School 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of five hundred 

thousand dollars ($500,000) to the Public Buildings Department for the purpose of 
funding the relocation modular classrooms from the Zervas Elementary School to 
Newton South High School and Brown Middle School from the following accounts:   

 
 Department Account Amount 
 Executive Office Full-time Salaries $40,000 
 Treasury  Debt Service (010772-582A48) $403,784 
 Treasury Debt Service (010772-582A49) $21,216 
 Financial Info Systems Full-time Salaries $35,000 

[05/09/16 @ 4:59 PM] 
 

#173-16 Interest charges on late payment of utility bills 
 COUNCILOR SANGIOLO requesting creation of a policy or ordinance related to interest 

charges on late payments of utility bills to the City and proportional return of interest 
charges if or when the utility bill is abated.  [04/27/16 @ 1:39 PM] 
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#174-16 Acceptance of MGL Chapter 60 Section 1 of MGL 
 COUNCILORS SANGIOLO, HARNEY and COTE requesting adoption of local option 

provision in Chapter 60A, Section 1 of Massachusetts General Law that exempts military 
personnel from paying excise tax if they are deployed outside the state for at least 45 
days.  [4/27/16 @ 1:39 PM] 

 
Referred to Zoning & Planning, Land Use and Finance Committees 

#104-15 Qualification of affordable units developed at Comm Ave, Pearl St, and Eddy St 
 ALD. JOHNSON, LAREDO, AND GENTILE requesting a report from the Planning 

Department re how many of the affordable units developed at Commonwealth Avenue, 
Pearl Street, and Eddy Street qualify for inclusion on the State’s Subsidized Housing 
Inventory List; if a property is not on the list, what can be done to make it eligible.  
[04/09/15 @ 12:00 PM] 

 
#31-15(3) Discussion of Financial Impact of Leaf Blower Ban on Newton’s Budget 
 PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE requesting a discussion of the financial impact of a 

seasonal leaf blower ban on the City’s operating budget.  [03/24/16 @1:41 PM] 
 

Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees 
#31-15(4) Amend Chapter 20 Section 51 Civil Fine for Littering to Include Yard Waste 
 PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE requesting that the City of Newton Ordinances 

Chapter 20, Section 51, Depositing of Litter, be amended to include leaves, yard waste, 
and other similar material, and that civil fines be associated with violations of the 
section and added to Chapter 20, Section 21.  [03/24/16 @1:41 PM] 

 
#40-16 Request to accept MGL 149 Sec 148C related to earned sick time for employees 
 COUNCILOR SANGIOLO requesting that City of Newton formally accept and/or take all 

necessary steps to accept Massachusetts General Law Chapter 149, Section 148C, in 
order to qualify full-time, part-time, seasonal, and temporary employees coverage 
under the earned sick time regulation, 940 CMR 33, as approved by the voters of 
Massachusetts in the 2014 Election as Ballot Question 4 – Earned Sick Time for 
Employees.  [01/19/16 @ 2:35 PM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services, Public Facilities, and Finance Committees 

#357-15 Request for CPA funding for the Newton Highlands Playground 
 COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending the appropriation of two 

million five hundred thousand dollars ($2,500,000) from the Community Preservation 
Fund’s open space and general reserves or fund balance to the Parks & Recreation 
Department, for the rehabilitation of the Newton Highlands Playground at Winchester 
and Dedham Streets, as described in the proposal submitted to the Community 
Preservation Committee in November 2015.  [12/15/15 @ 12:32 PM] 
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#287-15 Submittal by the Mayor of the 5-Year Financial Forecast 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY 2017-FY 2021 5-Year Financial Forecast for 

Board of Aldermen review/acceptance.  [10/01/15 @ 1:53 PM] 
 

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#223-15 Discussion on the process of licensing the use of city buildings 
 ALD. LAREDO requesting a discussion of the process of licensing the current and future 

use of city building, including:  (a) how licensees may request the use of city buildings; 
(b) the process for determining which licensees will get the use of city buildings; (c) how 
the fees for the use of city buildings are set; and (d) how the current process compares 
to the process for permitting the use of school buildings.  [08/13/15 @ 11:20 AM] 

 
#190-15 Discussion of a policy to record all meetings and post all meeting materials online 
 ALD. SANGIOLO requesting a discussion with the Executive Department relative to 

creating a policy to require audio recordings of all meetings of boards and commissions 
and requiring them to be posted to the City’s website, as well as posting of all 
documentation that is reviewed by boards and commissions and/or by their designated 
City staff member. 

  
Referred to Land Use and Finance Committees 

#49-14 Implementation of technology to monitor compliance with special permits 
 LAND USE COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Chief Financial Officer and the 

Chief Information Officer regarding the critical need to implement technology which 
enables the development, management and use of shared, searchable, mobile-accessed 
(both read and write) database which contains parcel-based information that can be 
accessed by all city departments (including Planning, Inspectional Services (ISD), 
Assessing, Engineering, Fire, Police, Health), the Board of Aldermen and the community.  
This technology must support the work of ISD and other departments in both the office 
and the field to more effectively and efficiently monitor and enforce compliance with 
approved special permits and other related Board Orders.  [02/10/14 @ 6:47 PM] 

 
#248-12 Ordinance amendments to Article IV Purchases and Contracts 
 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that ARTICLE IV. PURCHASES AND 

CONTRACTS, Secs. 2-182 through 2-205, be amended to make it consistent with state 
law.    

 
Respectfully submitted; 
 
Leonard J. Gentile, Chair 
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Telephone: 617-796-1009    •    Fax: 617-796-1050    •    jmcgonagle@newtonma.gov 

City of Newton 

 
Setti D. Warren 
    Mayor 

 
 
To: Maureen Lemieux, Chief Financial Officer 
 
From: James McGonagle, Commissioner Public Works 
  
Subject: Request for Expenditure Authorization of Mitigation Funds, 

Riverside, Old Jordan Marsh Development Mitigation,  
Lower Falls Traffic Improvements, total = $50,508 

 
 
 
The developer of the Old Jordan Marsh site contributed funds for traffic and roadway 
improvements on Grove Street and vicinity in the Lower Falls area.  There are currently 
remaining line items for use of these funds, one for $372, and one for $15,673, for a total of 
$16,045. Another line item for Lower Falls traffic improvements mitigation totals $34,463. 
(Total = $50,508). 
 
DPW proposes traffic and roadway improvements on Grove Street and vicinity, including 
striping of crosswalks, centerline and edge line striping, new traffic signage, and new traffic 
calming techniques (such as a torpedo shaped island, and a trial of this) on Concord St from 
Hagar Street to St. Mary’s Street. 
 
See cost estimate and sketch attached.  The total estimated cost is $61,228.  City funds will be 
used to fund the remainder of the project. 
 
Please forward this request as a docket item to the Honorable City Council for their approval.    
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
James McGonagle 
Commissioner 
 
Cc: Shane L. Mark, Director of DPW Operations 
 Louis M. Taverna, P.E., City Engineer 
 David Wilkinson, Comptroller 
 
 

 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER  
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 

Newton Centre, MA 02459-1449 

May 31, 2016 
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City of Newton

Date 5/24/2016

Project Name Concord St Torpedo Islands

Scope of Work
Install 4 Torpedo Islands

Sequence of Construction
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Materials Quantity Total Cost
Granite Curbing 400 Linear Feet $6,400
Radius Curbing 100 Linear Feet $1,850
Concrete Curbing Linear Feet $0
Ready Mix Concrete 11 Cubic Yards $1,210
Bituminous Concrete 20 Tons $1,220
Loam Cubic Yards $0

Other Stone Dust Cubic Yards $0

H.P. pads $0
Police Detail (2 per day) 20 $5,760

Total $16,440
Labor Costs # Days

Crew Day - Straight Time 20 $29,500
Crew Day - Overtime $0
Superintendent - Straight 20 $6,100
Superintendent - Overtime  $0

20% contingency $9,188
Total Cost of project $61,228

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
OFFICE OF THE HIGHWAY DIRECTOR 

74 Elliot Street
Newton Upperfalls, MA 02461-1605

Project Cost Estimate
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6/9/2016

 Vendor   Amount   CODE   Further Description 
DiNisco Design Partnership 450,000.00$    AEFSSD Feasibility and Schematic Design
DiNisco Design Partnership (RE 10 through 13) 52,712.00$       AEFSSD Wetlands Protection Consulting (Schofield) $24,200, Hydrant Flow Testing $770, Building Enclosure Consulting $13,992, Traffic $13,750
DiNisco Design Partnership (RE 7 through 9) 19,818.00$       AEFSSD GZA and Schofield for geotechnical engineering services‐ soil testing for stormwater
JLA Feasibility Study Phase 225,000.00$    JLAFSSD Feasibility and Schematic Design

747,530.00$   

Caruso & McGovern 2,179.00$         Environmental and Site Existing Condition Survey
DiNisco Design Partnership (RE 1 through 5) 121,737.00$    Environmental and Site Structural Investigations $5,280, Environmental Consulting $18,447, Land Survey $27,665, Geotechnical Engineering $39,600, Traffic $30,745
Eversource 1,242.00$         Environmental and Site Utilities
Lord Associates 13,215.39$       Environmental and Site Tank Removal
Lord Associates 2,385.00$         Environmental and Site Tank Removal
Lord Associates 693.00$            Environmental and Site Tank Removal
Lord Associates 3,048.00$         Environmental and Site Tank Removal
Nitsch 2,800.00$         Environmental and Site Traffic Study Peer Review as Requested
Planning Horizons 3,800.00$         Environmental and Site Survey for Parking at Cabot Village

151,099.39$   

Boston Globe 339.30$            Other Advertising
Caruso & McGovern 3,773.00$         Other Existing Condition Survey
Caruso & McGovern 855.33$            Other Existing Condition Survey
Lord Associates 1,940.07$         Other Tank Removal
Petroleum Management Services 42,335.52$       Other Tank Removal
WT Rich 40,000.00$       Other Pre‐Construction Services

89,243.22$      

987,872.61$   

 Summary 
Traffic/ Parking 51,095.00$      
Geotech/Land 149,772.00$   
Tank Removal 63,616.98$      
OPM 225,000.00$   
Designer 450,000.00$   
Utilities 1,242.00$        
Advertising 339.30$           
Pre‐Construction Services 40,000.00$      
Existing Condition Survey 6,807.33$        

987,872.61$   
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Phase II: Analysis of Historically Significant City Buildings, Newton, Massachusetts 
Cabot Elementary School 
DRAFT 3/23/2012 

PART 1 - Analysis of Historical Significance: Historic Images!!
 

!
Figure 1: Cabot School circa 1929 (Source: MACRIS) 

DiNisco Design 
PARTNERSHIP

Cabot School

Current Design

June 02, 2016
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Perspectives

FROM CABOT ST.

AERIAL VIEW
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Perspectives

NORTH ON BRIDGES AVE.
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Perspectives
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Perspectives

FROM 144 EASTSIDE PKWY.
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ITEM # 197-15(2): DRAFT ORDINANCE FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES 
 
Add the following new section: 
 
Sec. 20-64. Pilotless Aircraft Operation. 
 
Purpose: The use of pilotless aircraft has become increasingly prevalent and has a significant 
impact on the safety and security of the people of the City of Newton. In order to protect the 
privacy of residents throughout the City, and to prevent nuisances and other disturbances of the 
enjoyment of both public and private space, regulation of pilotless aircraft is required. The 
following section is intended to promote the public safety and welfare of the City and its 
residents. In furtherance of its stated purpose, this section is intended to be read and interpreted 
in harmony with all relevant rules and regulations of the Federal Aviation Administration, and 
any other federal, state and local laws and regulations. 
 
(1) Definitions: 
 
Pilotless Aircraft – an unmanned, powered aerial vehicle, weighing less than 55 pounds, that is 
operated without direct human contact from within or on the aircraft. 
 
(2) Registration: The owner of a pilotless aircraft shall register each pilotless aircraft with the 
City Clerk’s office, prior to operation. The cost of registering a pilotless aircraft shall be $10.00. 
Owners must have proof of registration in their possession when operating a pilotless aircraft. 
Registration shall include the following: 
 

(a) The owner’s name, address, email address and phone number; 
 

(b) The make, model, and serial of each pilotless aircraft to be registered; 
 

(c) A copy of the owner’s Federal Aviation Administration Certificate of  
 Registration for pilotless aircraft; 

 
(d) A photograph of each pilotless aircraft, clearly indicating that each pilotless 

aircraft is marked with the Federal Aviation Administration registration number. 
 
(3) Operating Prohibitions. The use and operation of all pilotless aircraft within the City shall 
be subject to the following prohibitions.  
 
 (a) No pilotless aircraft shall be operated:  
 

 (i) over private property at an altitude below 400 feet without the express 
permission of the owner of said private property; 

 
 (ii) at a distance beyond the visual line of sight of the Operator; 
 
 (iii) in a manner that interferes with any manned aircraft; 

#197-15(2)



 
 (iv)  in a reckless, careless or negligent manner; 
 
 (v) over any school, school grounds, or other City property or sporting event 

without prior permission from the City, unless a permit is required as in Section 4, 
below; 

 
 (vi) for the purpose of conducting surveillance unless expressly permitted by 

law or court order; 
 
 (vii)  for the purpose of capturing a person’s visual image, audio recording or 

other physical impression in any place where that person would have a reasonable 
expectation of privacy; 

  
 (viii) over any emergency response efforts; 
 
 (ix) with the intent to harass, annoy, or assault a person, or to create or cause a 

public nuisance; 
 
 (x) in violation of federal or state law, or any Ordinance of the City of 

Newton. 
 

 (b)  The Chief of Police, or designee, may prohibit the use or operation of pilotless 
aircraft where it is allowed, or allow the operation of pilotless aircraft where it is prohibited, 
during an impending or existing emergency, or when such use or operation would pose a threat 
to public safety.  
 
(4) Permit May be Required: A permit may be required to use land maintained by the Parks 
and Recreation Department or the Conservation Commission to launch or land a pilotless 
aircraft. Such permits may be issued by the Parks and Recreation Department Head or the 
Conservation Commission, or designee.    
 
(5) Noise Ordinance: All Operators shall comply with the Noise Ordinance at Section 20-13, 
as amended, at all times while operating pilotless aircraft within the City. 
 
(6) Penalties: A violation of any section of this Ordinance shall result in a warning for the 
first offense and shall be punishable by a fine of $50.00 for each offense thereafter. 
 
(7) Separate Violations: Action taken pursuant to this section shall not bar any separate 
action by any other City Department for any other violations.   
 
(8) Severability: If any provision of this section is held to be invalid by a court of competent 
jurisdiction then such provision shall be considered severable from the remaining provisions, 
which shall remain in full force and effect. 
 

#197-15(2)



(9) Regulations: The City and its Departments may promulgate rules, regulations and 
policies for the implementation of this Ordinance. 
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